/970 AkTs office, but no further. No ballot shall be void for having been voted tor a
less number of names than is authorized to be inserted therein.

0F ASSEMBLY § 24.1-141. Signing and Attesting Books.—The number of vm:oﬁm

being made to agree with the number of names on the poll books in the

CH. #€2- manner provided in the preceding section, the books shall be signed by

the officers; and the number of names thereon shall be set down in words

Coof #F /52 4n( figures at the foot of the list of qualified voters on the poll books and

over the signatures of the officers in the manner and form prescribed by

§ 24.1-135. Whenever the number of ballots is reduced by fraudulent or

void ballots below the number of names of qualified voters on the poll

books, the cause of such reduction shall be stated at the foot of the list of

qualified voters on the poll books before the same are signed by the officers.

§ 24.1-142. How Votes Counted and Returns Made.—After the poll

books are signed, the officers shall, in the presence of such persons as shall

be present under § 24.1-137, proceed to ascertain the number of votes

cast for each person voted for; and the ballots shall be distinctly read, and

as soon as read and counted shall be strung by one of the officers on a

string, or marked with a stamp “counted” and placed in an envelope

labeled “counted ballots”, and an officer shall set down on the poll books,

next after the certificate of the officers at the foot of the list of electors

| as the returns of the election, the name of every person voted for, written

7 in full length, the office for which such person received such votes, and

| the number of votes he received, the number being expressed in figures

| and also at full length in writing, in accordance with the form prescribed

, in § 24.1-135, which returns when so made out, shall be signed and attested

7 as provided in that section, but no person other than the officers of the

election shall handle the ballots.

| No ballot except an official ballot especially prepared as provided for

in this title shall be counted for any person. In the event that any unofficial

ﬂ ballot is found among the official ballots, such unofficial ballot shall be put
| aside, not counted and appropriately noted in the poll book.

Sied-asz; § 24.1-143. Poll Books and Ballots to be Sealed and Delivered to
Clerk.—After ascertaining the votes in the manner aforesaid, the officers,
and direct the clerk of the court of record wherein deeds are

recorded of the mrosba% or city in which the election is held; and the poll

books thus sealed and directed, together with the used ballots strung or
counted ballot envelope aforesaid enclosed and sealed, and the unused,
defaced, spoiled and set aside ballots properly accounted for, shall be con-
veyed by one of & officers to be determined by lot, if they cannot other-
7 wise agree, to theg erk of court to whom they are directed by noon on the
ﬁ mm%?:oéwdmgm&moﬂou,gmwmﬁo remaingfor the use of the persons who

17 P :

7 efore they m&omﬁ, shall put under cover the poll books, seal the same,
|

,

|

|

may be lawfully entitled to inspect the same
| \MM 4. 268, § 24.1-144. Clerk to Keep Ballots for Twelve Months ; Destruction.—
, / The clerk to whom the ballots are delivered as aforesaid shall, without
270 breaking the seal, deposit them in a secure place in his office, where they
shall be safely kept feggitwelve months; and he shall not allow the same to
be inspected i
gmﬁﬂq&@&%%@%ﬁ%ﬁd%
seurtorofficer:

Whenever the poll books and ballots required by law to be returned
to the clerk’s offices in this Commonwealth shall have remained in the
offices for as much as one year, it shall be lawful, if no election contest or
other proceeding be pending in which such books and ballots may be

;\mmﬁ\u\m\mt&\ﬁ\.hh\%.\&nﬁ\?m \\.wwaﬁ V“\Rnu%
s\n%::..‘\\ Svch Sooks Anef Sg/lets. , v

&

return, as provided by § 24.1-143 within the time limite
the electoral board to meet and open the returns, it sha’
clerk to whose office such returns ought to have been
law m:moaooémdﬁ officer to obtain such returns, who sh:
same penalties and entitled to the same compensatic
election for such service.

_ § 24.1-146. Electoral Board to Meet and Open 1
tain Wmm::..l.mmo: electoral board shall meet at the «
county or city for which they are appointed at or before
day, Sunday excepted, after any election held therein, a
the several returns which shall have been made at that

The board shall ascertain from the returns the
received the greatest number of votes in the county or
offices to be filled at the election. The result as so a
reduced to writing and signed by a majority of the bo:
the Secretary and shall be annexed to the abstract of
election, as provided for in § 24.1-150.

§ 24.1-147. Board to Correct Irregularities in Re
Election.—If it shall appear to any electoral board, i
persons who have received the greatest number of vo
oaomm voted for in such election, that irregularities or
in the returns of the officers of election which can be «
or correcting the same, it shall be the duty of the bo:
summon such officers, or such of them as may be r
before the board on some day not exceeding three day
the summons, for the purpose of amending such return
may noSmS.B to the law., The summons may be execu
authorized by law to serve summonses for witnesses.

§ 24.1-148. Candidates Having Highest Number «
Certificate of Election.—Except in the case of a recou
provisions of Chapter 8 of this title, in all elections fox
officer, unless it is otherwise expressly provided, the
highest number of votes for any office shall be deemed t
to such office and shall receive the certificate of election.

§ 24.1-149. Determination by Lot in Case of Tie
persons have an equal number of votes for any cour
mwﬂﬁwaw %ﬂom. wum% E_%:Ju number than any other pe

rd shall proceed publicly to determi i

shall be declared &aoﬁw@. Y e by Lok whish

. _If any two or more persons have an equal numb
higher number than any other person for member of the
or of the Congress of the United States, or Elector of 1
mem.&msﬁ of the United States, the State Board of Elec
publicly to mmn.mﬁsgm by lot which of them shall be
Reasonable notice shall be given to such candidates of t
elections mwmz be so determined; and if they, or either
to appear in accordance with such notice, the Board sha
mmﬁmwﬂ::m. the election in their absence.

. Provided, wo.émﬁm., that any person falling withir
utilize the provisions of §§ 24.1-248 and 24.1-249 cones

§ 24.1-150. Abstracts of Votes to be Made by S.
warded to State Board of Elections.—So soon as the elc
determine the persons who have received the highest nt
any office, the secretary shall make out abstracts of

1
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S0 ACTS OF ASSEMBLY [va., 1970

§ 24.1-140. When Ballot Void.—If a ballot is found to have been
voted for a greater number of names for any one office than the number of
persons required to fill the office, or if the title of the office is erased, the
ballot shall be considered void as to all the names designated to fill such
office, but no further. No ballot shall be void for having been voted for a
less number of names than is authorized to be inserted therein.

§ 24.1-141. Signing and Attesting Books.—The number of ballots
being made to agree with the number of names on the poll books in the
manner provided in the preceding section, the books shall be gigned by
the officers; and the number of names thereon shall be set down in words
and figures at the foot of the list of qualified voters on the poll books and
over the signatures of the officers in the manner and form prescribed by
§ 24.1-135. Whenever the number of ballots is reduced by fraudulent or
void ballots below the number of names of qualified voters on the poll
books, the cause of such reduction shall be stated at the foot of the list of
qualified voters on the poll books before the same are signed by the officers.

§ 24.1-142. How Votes Counted and Returns Made.—After the poll
books are signed, the officers shall, in the presence of such persons as shall
be present under § 24.1-137, proceed to ascertain the number of votes
cast for each person voted for; and the ballots shall be distinctly read, and
as soon as read and counted shall be strung by one of the officers on a
string, or marked with a stamp “counted” and placed in an envelope
labeled “counted ballots”, and an officer shall set down on the poll books,
next after the certificate of the officers at the foot of the list of electors
as the returns of the election, the name of every person voted for, written
in full length, the office for which such person received such votes, and
the number of votes he received, the number being expressed in figures
and also at full length in writing, in accordance with the form prescribed
in § 24.1-185, which returns when so made out, shall be signed and attested
as provided in that section, but no person other than the officers of the
election shall handle the ballots.

No ballot except an official ballot especially prepared as provided for
in this title shall be counted for any person. In the event that any unofficial
ballot is found among the official ballots, such unofficial ballot shall be put
aside, not counted and appropriately noted in the poll book.

§ 24.1-143. Poll Books and Ballots to be Sealed and Delivered to
Clerk.—After ascertaining the votes in the manner aforesaid, the officers,
before they adjourn, shall put under cover the poll books, seal the same,
and direct them to the clerk of the court of record wherein deeds are
recorded of the county or city in which the election is held; and the poll
books thus sealed and directed, together with the used ballots strung or
counted ballot envelope aforesaid enclosed and sealed, and the unused,
defaced, spoiled and set aside ballots properly accounted for, shall be con-
veyed by one of the officers to be determined by lot, if they cannot other-
wise agree, to the clerk of court to whom they are directed by noon on the
day following the election, there to remain for the use of the persons who
may be lawfully entitled to inspect the same.

§ 24.1-144. Clerk to Keep Ballots for Twelve Months ; Destruction.—
The clerk to whom the ballots are delivered as aforesaid shall, without
breaking the seal. deposit them in a secure place in his office, where they
shall be mmmmaﬁ it for twelve months; and he shall not allow the same to

be inspected u¥Sss in cases of contested elections or unless they become
necessarv to he nsed in avidenca and than anly an tha ardas af thn seneen

CH. 462] ACTS OF ASSEMBLY
needed as evidence, for the Clerk of such offices to destroy such boo

ballots. ;
2 § 24.1-145. Clerk to Send for Books and Ballots on Failure of €

to Return.—If from any cause the officers of election shall fail to

return, as provided by § 24.1-143 within the time limited by § 24.1-1
the electoral board to meet and open the returns, it shall be the duty
clerk to whose office such returns ought to have been made to @_mu
law enforcement officer to obtain such returns, who mrsz be subject
e penalties and entitled to the same compensation as an offi
537 \J%M&on for such service.
#27%  § 24.1-146. Electoral Board to Meet and Open Returns and
Ascertain Result.—Each electoral board shall meet at the clerk’s office
#e county or city for which they are appointed at or before noon of the .
sue\. day, Sunday excepted, after any election held therein, and proceed te
gpen he several returns which shall have been made at that office.

The board shall ascertain from the returns the persons whe |
48ve received the greatest number of votes in the county or city for the ¢
ewerd/ offices to be filled at the election. The result as so ascertained sl
42/t éereduced to writing and signed by a majority of the board and attest

lection, as provided for in § 24.1-150

Seeh ¢ § NPHM\S . Board domos.wmon Irregularities in wo.ggm of OB.
Election.—If it shall appear to any electoral board, in determini:
persons who have received the greatest number of votes for the :
offices voted for in such election, that irregularities or informalities
in the returns of the officers of election which can be cured by am
or correcting the same, it shall be the duty of the board immedia
summon such officers, or such of them as may be requisite, to .|
before the board on some day not exceeding three days from the «
the summons, for the purpose of amending such returns so that th:
may conform to the law. The summons may be executed by any
authorized by law to serve summonses for witnesses.

§ 24.1-148. Candidates Having Highest Number of Votes to I
Certificate of Election.—Except in the case of a recount pursuant
provisions of Chapter 8 of this title, in all elections for the choice
officer, unless it is otherwise expressly provided, the person havi
highest number of votes for any office shall be deemed to have been
to such office and shall receive the certificate of election. .

§ 24.1-149. Determination by Lot in Case of Tie.—If two o
persons have an equal number of votes for any county, city, to
district office, and a higher number than any other person, the el
board shall proceed publicly to determine by lot which of the can
shall be declared elected.

If any two or more persons have an equal number of votes
higher number than any other person for member of the General As
or of the Congress of the United States, or Elector of President ar
President of the United States, the State Board of Elections shall }
publicly to determine by lot which of them shall be declared ¢
Reasonable notice shall be given to such candidates of the time whe
to appear in accordance with such notice, the Bo Jhall proceed s

determine the election in their absence.
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elections shall be so determined; and if they, or N;rmw of them, sh

e{ 4 the Secretary and shall be annexed ng abstract of votes cast atiu
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